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Introduction
Dear teacher!

MOTHERS & DAUGHTERS is a theatre project in Jordan, which 

aim is to articulate the hopes and dreams of women in Jordan. 

Through theatre, personal storytelling, music and dance, 12 women 

tell their own stories about their marriage, their parents and their 

children – about their past and their future, and how they would 

shape it – if it was up to them.

The project and its partners
The project is a collaboration between Jordanian Women’s Union, 

KVINFO and C:NTACT. C:NTACT is a Danish social foundation, 

who works both nationally and internationally. C:NTACT has made 

several theatre projects in Jordan since 2009 with different themes 

and aims. Common for all of C:NTACT’s projects is that they use 

the aesthetics of theatre to give voice to different social groups.

Jordanian Women’s Union (JWU) is an organization whose aim is 

to unify Jordanian women’s effort to protect their rights. JWU has 

been the project’s local partner in Jordan, and has contributed with 

knowledge, production team, crew and participants for the project.

Read more at http://www.jwu.itgo.com/bg.htm

KVINFO is the Danish Centre for Gender, Equality and Ethnicity. 

The key role of KVINFO is to initiate research and disseminate 

information and findings, and to contribute to the development 

of an equal society. Through its work, KVINFO ensures the 

documentation and communication of knowledge about gender, 

equality and ethnicity – both in Denmark and around the world. 

KVINFO has worked in the Middle East since 2006, where they 

established their Middle East Department. KVINFO has contributed 

to MOTHERS & DAUGHTERS with project funding.

Read more at http://www.kvinfo.dk/side/715/

About this material
The purpose of this educational material is to maintain the themes 

of the performance through discussions. The material consists of a 

selection of the scenes from the show, and asks the students to relate 

the issues to their own lives and their own future. The material also 

opens a debate of what theatre and personal storytelling is capable 

of. Lastly, it introduces the work of Jordanian Women’s Union.

The date for the wedding 
was decided without 

anyone asking my opinion.
Enas
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“Happiness and joy are feelings I rarely felt 

when I was little, as I was living in a closed 

environment, burdened by the people 

surrounding us. There were many things 

I felt like experiencing and doing, but 

everything wasn’t allowed. I wasn’t allowed 

to go see my girl friends. They weren’t 

allowed to come see me. From my home 

to school – and from school to my home. 

My mom is afraid of what people might say.

And to this day I can’t forget when I was 13 

years old, and my mom came to pick me 

up from the street as I was playing with our 

neighbours’ kids. She took me inside and gave 

me a shower, blow-dried my hair and gave me 

ear-rings (and it was the first time I ever wore 

ear-rings!). I was very happy, but I didn’t know 

what was waiting for me after that.

On that occasion, she told me that her 

sister’s family, whom I don’t like, were 

coming to visit us. And I was very surprised 

when everyone started ululating and 

congratulating me. What for? I didn’t know. 

Only when my mom said: “Congratulations, 

bride of honour!” I was shocked! What 

bride? How? Who? With whom?

When I found out that they married me to 

my maternal aunt’s son, who I can’t stand, I 

wished that I would die right there at that 

moment. We were engaged for 4 months, 

Abeer’s 
monologue

Why do you need a 
degree? A woman has 

only her home and 
husband. Abeer
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and neither he nor I could continue, as the feeling was mutual. We broke up.

Of course, this story affected my mom a great deal. She started to feel 

that she had to marry me in any way possible to get rid of people’s talk. 

Because I got engaged and broke up, it’s as if this is a stamp of shame on 

me. My mother didn’t know that she with her fear of what people might 

say and the importance she puts in that, she was killing the child’s spirit 

inside me.

My engagement in a young age imposed on me a view from society that 

I must get married and that I’m a mature woman capable of taking care 

of a home and responsibility; forgetting that I’m a child of 13.

My mom kept at me until she had me engaged one more time when I was 

16. This way I was denied my dream in life that I can finish my education 

and enter university. During my freshman year, I couldn’t study because 

my fiancée didn’t leave me any room. During exams he would stay late 

at every night at my place, and I would go to the exams in the morning 

without any sleep or having studied. I used to sleep during the exams. 

Of course, I failed. And he wouldn’t let me re-take the exams. Saying: 

“Why do you need a degree? A woman has only her home and husband.” 

This sentence that hurt me all-through our time of marriage. In the end, 

when all my chances of retaking the exam disappeared, I realised that he 

didn’t want me to continue my education so that my level of education 

would surpass his. And as a result, I would become better than him, 

since he had only gone to school until 9th grade. This taught me that he 

is selfish and only loves himself.

I’m now 27 years old. I got divorced from my husband after living with 

him for 8 years and after all this time, I knew how to live with no fear 

from people’s talk. I went back to school after being gone for 9 years, 

and this was a very difficult feeling in the beginning. That I had to go 

back to reading and writing and staying up late. And taking care of work 

and school. But even though there’s all this hardship involved, I’m so 

happy. As much as I work hard, the look of joy and happiness is visible in 

my eyes. Because I feel that I exist. That I’m capable of doing something 

worthwhile for myself. That I’m able to reach my dream that I’ve wanted 

since a long time ago.

My parents were able to change themselves and accept me as I am and 

not pressure me with the subject of marriage. This is what happiness is 

all about. That a human being lives to realise her dream is much better 

than living to realise someone else’s dream. As if anyone deserves this?!

I feel like saying it out load – to everyone: 

»I’m haaappyyyyy!«
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M
arriage was something unfamiliar and 

non-existent in my life. Especially, since I 

was raised in an environment that insisted on 

educational excellence and training my skills. My 

family was the reason that made me discover my 

talent for acting. After that I entered the world 

of theatre at the age of five, in addition to my 

hobbies, my main focus was on my education. 

For that I’m grateful for my family.

I remember the first time I was introduced 

to the idea of marriage, responsibility and 

importance was when I was ten years old. 

At that time, amy uncle decided to marry 
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my cousin, who was 16. Her marriage was a huge shock to the family 

and created a lot of trouble. Especially since my family was all for 

women getting an education and jobs. And the bigger shock was that 

the reason was based on a material foundation, as she was marrying 

a wealthy person. After her marriage, my cousin would tell me about 

bodily violence and mental pressure, which she experienced from her 

husband and his family. One day, my cousin decided that she had to get 

a divorce after she had two children. Her decision wasn’t accepted by 

her family, nor by society. But nevertheless, my cousin is now a working 

woman responsible for raising a complete family on her own.

What’s puzzling me until this day is what moved my aunt’s husband to 

get rid of his daughter in a young age. And the more important question 

is, how did the law allow for such a thing, knowing that the law doesn’t 

allow a women to be married when she’s younger than 18?

Following this incident, my mother insisted on putting me in a healthy 

social environment to teach me how to deal with others. And as time 

passed by and after I became 16, my family started discussing the topics 

of love and marriage with me. My parents were aware that each age I went 

through had certain demands and needs. So she explained to me that 

love and marriage shouldn’t be built on materialism, or lineage, or social 

status. Not even on amazement or infatuation. My mother used to say: 

“The saying that ‘they were married and lived the rest of their lives in ease’ 

can only take place in fairy tales.” In her opinion, a better saying would be: 

“They were married and worked harder to make the relationship work.” 

She was convinced that first comes love then marriage.

As for me, marriage is still a mystery until this day. Although mom told 

me of her story and the stories of others so that I can learn from them, 

I feel that this matter really needs true love. More importantly: sacrifice. 

For me, marriage is not an option at the moment, as I’m still finishing 

my education at the university to get my masters degree and a job and 

realize my dreams. As for love, it’s a reality I’d live to experience at the 

right time, in the right place.”

Discuss  
the following questions

Do you think that marriage 

and education are 

opposites – or are both 

things possible at the same 

time? Why or why not?

Layal wants to finish her 

education before getting 

married. Why does she 

think that is necessary?

Find all the attitudes 

towards marriage in 

Layal’s monologue. What 

does her mother think 

about marriage? Her aunt’s 

husband? The law? Layal 

herself?

Layal’s mother says that 

the perfect marriage and 

true love only exist in 

fairy tales. Do you agree?
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a a a a a wewewewewewealalalalalalththththththy y y y y pepepepepepersrsrsrsrsononononon. AfAfAfAfAfAfteteteteteter r r heheheheheher r r r r mamamamamamarrrrrrrrrriaiaiaiaiaiagegegegegege, , , , mymymymymymy c c c c c couououououousisisisisisin n n n n n wowowowowowoululululululd d d d d d tetetetetetellllllllll m m m m me e e ababababababouououououout t t t 

bobobobobobodidididididilylylylylyly v v v v v vioioioioioiolelelelelelencncncncncnce e e e e e anananananand d d d d d mememememementntntntntntalalalalalal p p p p prerererereressssssssssssururure,e,e,e,e,e, w w w w w whihihihihihichchchchchch s s s s s shehehehehehe e e e e expxpxpxpxpxpererererererieieieieieiencncncncncedededededed f f f f f frorororororom m heheheheheher r r r r 

huhuhuhuhuhusbsbsbsbsbsbananananand d d d d d anananananand d d d d d hihihihihihis s fafafafafafamimimimimimilylylylylyly. OnOnOnOnOnOne e e e e e dadadadadaday,y,y,y,y, m m m m m my y y y y y cocococococoususususususinininininin d d d d d decececececididididididedededededed t t t t t thahahahahahat t t t t shshshshshshe e e e e hahahahahahad d d d d d totototototo g g g g g getetetetetet 

a a a a a didididididivovovovovorcrcrcrcrcrce e e e e afafafafafafteteteteteter r r r r r shshshshshshe hahahahahahad d d d d d twtwtwtwtwtwo o o chchchchchchilililililildrdrdrdrdrdrenenenenen. . . . . . HeHeHeHeHeHer r r r r r dedededededecicicicicicisisisisisisiononononon w w w w wasasasasasasn’n’n’n’n’n’t t t t t t acacacacacaccecececececeptptptptptptedededededed b b b b b by y y y y y 

heheheheheher r r r r fafafafafafamimimimimimilylylylylyly, , , , , , nonononononor r r r r r bybybybybyby s s s s s sococococococieieieieieietytytytytyty. BuBuBuBuBuBut t t t t nenenenenenevevevevevevertrtrtrtrtrthehehehehehelelelelelelessssssssssss, , , , , , mymymymymymy c c c c c couououououousisisisisisin n n n n isisisisisis n n n n nowowowowowow a a a a a a w w w w w wororororororkikikikikikingngngngngng    

wowowowowowomamamamamaman n n n n n rerererererespspspspspspononononononsisisisisisiblblblblblble e e fofofofofofor r r r r rararararaisisisisisisininininining g g g g g a a a a a a cocococococompmpmpmpmpmpleleleleleletetetetete f f f f f famamamamamamilililililily y y y y y ononon h h h h h herererererer o o o o ownwnwnwnwnwn....

WhWhWhWhWhWhatatatatatat’s’s’s’s’s’s p p p p p puzuzuzuzuzuzzlzlzlzlzlzlininininining g g g g g memememememe u u u u u untntntntntntililililil t t t t t thihihihihihis s s s dadadadadaday y y y y y isisisisisis w w w w w whahahahahahat t t t t momomomomomoveveveveveved d d d d mymymymymy a a a a a aununununununt’t’t’t’t’t’s s s s s s huhuhuhuhuhusbsbsbsbsbsbananananand d d d d d totototototo   

gegegegegeget t t t t t riririririd d d d d d ofofofofofof h h h h h hisisisisis d d d d d dauauauauauaughghghghghghteteteteter r r r inininininin a a a a a a y y y y y yououououououngngngngngng a a a a a agegegegegege. . . . AnAnAnAnAnAnd d d d d d ththththththe momomomomomorererererere i i i i i impmpmpmpmpmporororororortatatatatatantntntntntnt q q q q q queueueueueueststststststioioioioioion n n n n n 

isisisisisis, hohohohohohow w w w w w didididididid d d d d d ththththththe e e e e lalalalalalaw w w w w alalalalalallololololow w w w w fofofofofofor r r r r r susususususuchchchchchch a a a a t t t t t thihihihihihingngngngngng, , knknknknknknowowowowowowininininining g g g g g ththththththatatatatatat t t t thehehehehehe l l l l l lawawawawaw d d d d d doeoeoeoeoeoesnsnsnsnsnsn’t’t’t’t’t’t   

alalalalalallolololololow w w w w a a a a a wowowowowowomemememememen n n n n n totototototo b b b b b be e e e e mamamamamamarrrrrrrrrrrrieieieieieied d d d d d whwhwhwhwhwhenenenenenen s s s s s shehehehehehe’s’s’s’s’s’s y y y y y yououououououngngngngngngerererererer t t t t t thahahahahahan n n n n n 181818181818??????

FoFoFoFoFoFollllllllllowowowowowowininininining g g g g g ththththththisisisisisis i i i i i incncncncncncididididididenenenenenent,t,t,t,t,t, m m m m m my y y y y y momomomomomoththththththerererererer i i i insnsnsnsnsnsisisisisisisteteteteteted d d d d d onononononon p p p p p pututututututtitititititingngngngngng m m m m m me e e e e inininininin a a a a a a h h h h h heaeaeaeaealtltltltltlthyhyhyhyhyhy 

sosososososocicicicicicialalalalalal e e e e e envnvnvnvnviririririrononononononmememememementntntntntnt t t t t t to o o o o o teteteteteteacacacacacach h h h h memememememe h h h h h howowowowowow t t t t to o o o o dedededededealalalalalal w w w w witititititith h h h h otototototothehehehehehersrsrsrsrsrs. AnAnAnAnAnAnd d d d d asasasasasas t t t t t timimimimimime e e e e 

papapapapapassssssssedededededed b b b b by y y y y y ananananand d d d d d afafafafafafteteteteteter r r r r r I I I I I I bebebebebebecacacacacacamemememememe 1 1 1 1 1 16,6,6,6,6,6, m m m m my y y y y fafafafafafamimimimimimilylylylylyly statatatatatartrtrtrtrtrtedededededed d d d d d disisisisisiscucucucucucussssssssssssininininining g g g g ththththththe e e e e e totototototopipipipipipicscscscscscs     

ofofofofofof l l l l lovovovovovove anananananand d d d d d mamamamamamarriaiaiaiaiaiagegegegegege w w w w w witititititith h h h h h memememememe. . . . . . MyMyMyMyMyMy p p p p p pararararararenenenenenentstststststs w w w w w werererererere e e e e e awawawawawarararararare e e e e e ththththththatatatatat e e e e eacacacacacach h h h h h agagagagagage e I I I I wewewewewewentntntntntnt 

ththththththrorororororougugugugugugh h h h h h hahahahahahad d d d d d cecececececertrtrtrtrtrtaiaiaiaiain n n n n dedededededemamamamamamandndndndndnds s s s s s anananananand d d d d d neneneneneneededededededs.s.s.s.s.s. S S S S S So o o o o shshshshshshe e e e e e exexexexexexplplplplplplaiaiaiaiaiainenenenenened d d d d d totototototo m m m m m me e e e e e ththththththatatatatatat 

lolololololoveveveveveve a a a a andndndndndnd m m m m m mararararararririririririagagagagagage e e e e shshshshshshououououououldldldldldldn’n’n’n’n’t t t t t t bebebebebebe b b b b b buiuiuiuiuiuiltltltltltlt o o o o o on mamamamamamateteteteteteririririririalalalalalalisisisisisism,m,m,m,m,m, o o o o o or r r r r r lililililineneneneneneagagagagagage,e,e,e,e,e, o o o o o or r r r r sosososososocicicicicicialalalalalal   

ststststststatatatatatatususususus. . . . . . NoNoNoNoNoNot t t t t t evevevevevevenenenenenen o o o o on n n n n amamamamamamazazazazazazemememememenenenenenent t t t t t ororororor i i i i i infnfnfnfnfnfatatatatatatuauauauauatitititititionononononon. . . . . . MyMyMyMyMyMy m m m m m mototototototheheheheheher r r ususususususedededededed t t t t t to o o o o o sasasasasasay:y:y:y:y:y: 

“T“T“T“T“T“Thehehehehehe s s s s sayayayayayayininininining g g g g g ththththththatatatatatat ‘ ‘ ‘ththththththeyeyeyeyeyey w w w w werererererere e e e e e mamamamamamarrieieieieieied d d d d d anananananand d d d d d lililililiveveveveveved d d d d d ththththththe e e e e e rerererererestststststst o o o of f f f f f ththththththeieieieieieir r r r r r lilililililiveveves s s s s inininininin e e e e easasasasasase’e’e’e’e’e’ 

cacacacacacan n n n n ononononononlylylylylyly t t t t takakakakakake e e e e e plplplplplplacacacacacace e e e e e inininininin f f f f f faiaiaiaiaiairyryryryryry t t t t t talalalalalaleseseseseses.”.”.”.”.”.” I I I In n heheheheheher r r r r r opopopopopopininininininioioioioioion,n,n,n,n,n, a a a a a a b b b b b betetetetetetteteteteteter r r r r r sasasasasasayiyiyiyiyiyingngngngngng w w w w w wououououououldldldldldld b b b b b be:e:e:e:e:e:  

“T“T“T“T“T“Thehehehehehey y y y y y wewewewewewerererererere m m m m marararararririririririedededededed a a a a a andndndndndnd w w w w w wororororororkekekekekeked d d d d d hahahahahahardrdrdrdrdrderererererer t t t t to o o o o o mamamamamamakekekekekeke t t t t t thehehehehehe relelelelelelatatatatatatioioioioioionsnsnsnsnsnshihihihihihip p p p p p wowowowowoworkrkrkrkrkrk.”.”.”.”.”.” 

ShShShShShShe e e e e e wawawawawawas s s s s s cocococococonvnvnvnvnvnvinininininincecececececed d d d d d ththththththatatatatatat fi fi fi fi fi firsrsrsrsrsrst t t t t t cocococococomemememememes s lolololololoveveveveveve t t t t thehehehehehen n n n n mamamamamamarrrrrrrrrriaiaiaiaiaiagegegegegege.....

AsAsAsAsAsAs f f f f forororororor m m m m m me,e,e,e,e,e, m m m m m mararararararririririririagagagagagage e e e e isisisisisis s s s s s stitititititillllllllllll a a a a a m m m m m mysysysysysysteteteteteteryryryryryry u u u u u untntntntntntilililililil t t t t t thihihihihihis s s s s s dadadadadaday.y.y.y.y.y. A A A A A Altltltltlthohohohohohougugugugugugh h h h h h momomomomomom m m m m m totototototoldldldldldld 

memememememe o o o o o of f f f f heheheheheher r r r r ststststststorororororory y y y anananananand d d d d d ththththththe e e e e ststststststororororororieieieieieies s s s s s ofofofofofof o o o o o oththththththerererererers s s s s s sosososososo t t t t t thahahahahahat t t t t I I I I I I cacacacacacan n n n n lelelelelelearararararn n n n n n frfrfrfrfrfromomomomomom t t t t t thehehehehehem,m,m,m,m,m, 

I I I I I I fefefefefeelelelelelel t t t t t thahahahahahat t t t t t ththththththisisisisisis m m m m m matatatatatatteteteteteter r r r r rererererealalalalallylylylylyly n n neeeeeeeeeeeedsdsdsdsdsds t t t t t trururururue e e e e e lolololololoveveveveve. . MoMoMoMoMoMorererererere i i i i impmpmpmpmpmporororororortatatatatatantntntntntntlylylylylyly: : : : : sasasasasasacrcrcrcrcrifiifiifiifiifiificececececece. . . . 

FoFoFoFoFoFor r r r r r memememememe, mamamamamamarrrrrrrrrriaiaiaiaiaiagegegegegege i i i i i is s s s s s nononononot t t t t t anananananan o o o o o optptptptptptioioioioioion n n n n n atatatatatat t t t t t thehehehehehe m m m m m momomomomomomenenenenenent,t,t,t,t,t, a a a a a as s s s s I’I’I’I’I’I’m m m m m m ststststststilililililill l l l l finfinfinfinfinfinisisisisisishihihihihihingngngngngng 

mymymymymymy e e e e e edudududududucacacacacacatitititititionononononon a a a a a at t t t t t ththththththe e e ununununununiviviviviverererererersisisisisitytytytytyty t t t t t to o o o o gegegegegeget t t t t t mymymymymymy m m m m m masasasasasastetetetetetersrsrsrsrs d d d d d degegegegegegrerererereree e e e e e ananananand d d d d d a a a a a a jojojojojojob b b b b b anananananand d d d d d 

rerererererealalalalalalizizizizizize e e e e e mymymymymymy d d d d d drerererereamamamamamams.s.s.s.s.s. A A A A As s s s s s fofofofofofor r r r r r lolololololoveveveveveve, itititititit’s’s’s’s’s’s a a a a a r r r r reaeaeaeaeaealilililililitytytytytyty I I I I’d’d’d’d’d’d l l l l livivivivivive e e e e totototototo e e e e expxpxpxpxpxpererererererieieieieieiencncncnce e e e e e atatatatatat t t t t t thehehehehehe 

ririririririghghghghghght t t t t t titititititimemememememe, inininininin t t t t t thehehehehehe r r r r rigigigigigighthththththt p p p p p plalalalalalacececececece.”.”.”.”.”.”

the following questions

Do you think that marriage 

and education are 

opposites – or are both 

things possible at the same 

time? Why or why not?

Layal wants to finish her 

education before getting 

married. Why does she 

think that is necessary?

Find all the attitudes 

towards marriage in 

Layal’s monologue. What 

does her mother think 

about marriage? Her aunt’s 

husband? The law? Layal 

herself?

Layal’s mother says that 

the perfect marriage and 

true love only exist in 

fairy tales. Do you agree?

1

2

3

4

7

The law doesn’t allow a women to be 
married when she’s younger than 18. Layal



T
he words that keep ringing in my ears:  

”Girls! You know what my dream is? My 

dream is that all my girls and boys become 

academics with the best education.”

Until this day, there’s no other dream for 

my father than the we learn and learn and 

be of those who are successful.

I got married when I was 18, and marriage 

wasn’t something that was on my mind. 

My father’s words wouldn’t leave me. My 

husband is an educated man. He supported 

the idea of me getting an education. And 

because his work demands of him to stay 

out for long periods of time, I started 

living two lives. The life of the housewife 

taking care of all the responsibilities of our 

home. And another life of the university 

student who wants to learn and research 

and think and push forward. I put a lot of 

effort to deliver everything needed and 

despite all the hardship, I was proud of my 

achievement. I could see appreciation and 

high regards in the eyes of my parents and 

friends, which added to my self-esteem 

and my insisting on realizing my father’s 

dream, which I adopted so it became my 

own ambition.

REEM’s 
monologue

8

hehehehehehe w w w w w worororororordsdsdsdsdsds t t t t t thahahahahahat t t t t t kekekekekekeepepepepepep r r r r r rinininininingigigigigigingngngngngng i i i i in n n n n n mymymymymymy e e e e e earararararars:s:s:s:s:s:    

”G”G”G”G”G”Giriririririrlslslslslsls! ! ! ! ! ! YoYoYoYoYoYou u u u u knknknknknknowowowowowow w w w w whahahahahahat t t t t t mymymymymymy d d d d drererereamamamamamam i i i i is?s?s?s?s?s? M M M M M My y y y y 

drdrdrdrdrdreaeaeaeaeaeam m m m m m isisisisisis t t t t thahahahahahat t t t t t alalalalalall l l l mymymymymymy g g g g g giriririririrlslslslslsls a a a a a andndndndndnd b b b b b boyoyoyoyoyoys s s s s bebebebebebecocococococomemememememe 

acacacacacacadadadadadademememememicicicicicics s s s s s wiwiwiwiwiwithththththth t t t t t thehehehehehe b b b b b besesesest t t t t t ededededededucucucucucucatatatatatatioioioioioion.n.n.n.n.n.””””

UnUnUnUnUnUntitititititil l l l l ththththththisisisisisis d d d d d dayayayayayay, , ththththththerererererere’e’e’e’e’e’s s s s s nonononono o o o o o othththththerererererer d d d d d drererererereamamamamamam f f f f f forororororor  

mymymymymymy f f f f f fatatatatatatheheheheheher r r ththththththanananananan t t t t t thehehehehehe w w w w w we e e e e leleleleleararararn n n n n n anananananand d d d d leleleleleleararararararn n n n n n anananananand d d d d d 

bebebebebebe o o o o o of f f f f f ththththththosososososose e e e whwhwhwhwhwho o o o o arararararare e e e e sususususuccccccccccccesesesesesessfsfsfsfsfulululululul....

I I I I gogogogogogot t t t t mamamamamamarrrrrrrrrrrrieieieieieied d d d d d whwhwhwhwhwhenenenenenen I I I I I I w w w w w wasasasasasas 1 1 1 1 18,8,8,8,8,8, a andndndndndnd m m m m m marararararririririririagagagagagage e e e e e 

wawawawawawasnsnsnsnsnsn’t’t’t’t’t’t s s s s s somomomomomometetetetetethihihihihihingngngngngng t t t t t thahahahahahat t t t t t wawawawawawas s s s s s onononononon m m m m m my y y y y y mimimimimimindndndndndnd. 

MyMyMyMyMyMy f f f f fatatatatatatheheheheheher’r’r’r’r’s s s s s s wowowowowowordrdrdrdrdrds s s s s s wowowowowowoululululululdndndndndndn’t’t’t l l l leaeaeaeaeaeaveveveveveve me.e.e.e.e.e. M M M M M My y y y y y 

huhuhuhuhuhusbsbsbsbsbsbanananananand d d d d d isisisisisis a a a a a an n n n n n ededededededucucucucucucatatatatatatedededededed m m m manananananan. . HeHeHeHeHeHe s s s s s supupupupupuppopopopopoportrtrtrtrtrtedededededed 

ththththththe e e e e idididididideaeaeaeaeaea o o o o o of f f f f f memememememe g g g g g getetetetetettititititingngngngngng a a a a a an n n n n n ededededededucucucucucucatatatatatatioioioioioion.n.n.n. A A A A A Andndndndndnd   

bebebebebebecacacacacacaususususususe e e e hihihihihihis s s s s s wowowowowoworkrkrkrkrkrk d d d d d dememememememananananandsdsdsdsdsds o o o o o of f f f hihihihihihim m m m m m totototototo s statatatatatay y y y y y 

ouououououout t t t t fofofofofofor r r r r r lolololololongngngngngng p p p p p pererererererioioioioioiodsdsdsdsdsds o o o o of f f f f f titititititimemememememe, , , , I I I I I ststststststararararararteteteteteted d d d d d 

lililililivivivivivivingngngngngng t t t t t twowowowowowo l l l l l liviviviviviveseseseseses. . . . ThThThThThThe e e e e e lililililifefefefefe o o o o o of f f f f f ththththththe e e hohohohohohoususususususewewewewewifififififife e e e e e 

tatatatatatakikikikikikingngngngngng c c c c c carararararare e e e e e ofofofofofof a a a a a allllllllllll t t t t thehehehehehe r r r r r resesesesesespopopopopoponsnsnsnsnsnsibibibibibibilililililititititititieieieieieies s s s s s ofofofofofof o o o o o oururururur 

hohohohohohomemememememe. . . . AnAnAnAnAnAnd d d d d d ananananananototototototheheheheheher r r r r r lilililililifefefefefefe o o o o o of f f f f f ththththththe e e e e ununununununiviviviviviverererererersisisisisisitytytytytyty   

ststststststududududududenenenenenent t t t t t whwhwhwhwhwho o o o o wawawawawawantntntntnts s s s s totototototo l l l l l leaeaeaeaeaearnrnrnrnrnrn a a a andndndndndnd reseseseseseseaeaeaeaeaearcrcrcrcrch h h h h h 

ananananand d d d d d ththththththinininininink k k k k k anananananand d d d d d pupupupupupushshshshshsh f f f fororororororwawawawawawardrdrdrdrdrd. . . I I pupupupupuput t t t t t a a a a a a lolololololot t t t t t ofofofofofof 

efefefefefeffofofofofofortrtrtrtrtrt t t t t t to o o o o dedededededelilililililivevevevevever r r r evevevevevevererererererytytytytytythihihihihihingngngngngng n n n n n neeeeeeeeeeeededededededed d d d d d ananananand d d d d d 

dedededededespspspspspspitititititite e e e e e alalalalalall l l l l l ththththththe e e e e hahahahahahardrdrdrdrdrdshshshshshshipipipipipip, I I I I I wawawawawawas s s s s prprprprprprououououououd d d d d ofofofofofof m m m m m my y y y y y 
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During the third year of university, God gave me my first 

child. Three weeks of maternity leave and I returned to 

continue my journey with an added third job on my list. 

The job of being a mother.

Years passed as quick as lightning, and as a long night for 

those who’re waiting, I finished my university degree with 

all my peers without any delay. I got very high marks in my 

right hand, and in my left I carried my son who was one year 

and three months. My happiness could fill the entire world 

and all the people in it.

Success always pushes us forward as ambitions grow bigger. 

My ambition was to work within my specialized field, which 

I fell in love with. And another period of pressure began. 

My husband refused the idea of work every time with a 

new explanation. Either he would tell me to take a little 

rest, or he would ask where Amjad would go?? But who’d 

take care of my things?

I provided all the solutions and facilitation and compromises 

to get my husband’s accept and I did indeed get it after a 

lot of insisting and stipulations. But all this didn’t diminish 

my high spirit and enthusiasm.

I started my work in just the place I wanted to in the field 

of educating handicapped children. So happy with my 

job – every day I learn something new from it. I worked 

there for four years during which God blessed us with my 

daughter Ayah. I continued my work and Ayah became 

two years old, and as our children grew bigger so did our 

ambitions. My ambition was to found a small organisation 

that aims at educating and training handicapped children 

and defending their rights. Thank God, my organisation is 

now a name that is recognised in the field.

The growth of my ambition disturbs my husband and 

annoys him. I’m giving it all I’ve got to keep him satisfied 

and to win his support and recognition, paying with my 

time, effort, thought, body and mind. But the taste of 

success is something else only known by those who try it. 

Worth all the work and sacrifice.

After establishing my project (Aman) I started thinking 

about continuing my education, and the thing that worried 

me the most was how to discuss this with my husband 

who’s worried about my ambition and asks me: “Where 

do you want to go? What do you want to reach? Isn’t it 

enough for you what you already achieved?”

My ambition exceeds the limits of the skies. 

I will continue my education and organise my time and will 

not ask for help from anyone. And indeed I started the 

journey towards my master’s degree fuelled by my will and 

with me is my mother’s prayers and father’s dream.

Pressure and responsibility multiplied: a home that needs 

cleaning and organising, and a husband that wants all his 

rights, and two children in school, and work that needs 

management and leadership, and an education that needed 

high concentration. Strange feelings – hard to describe. 

I told myself that it’s just a phase that will pass needing 

more management.

The first year of my master’s degree passed, 

during which me and my husband decided it 

was time to have another child to beautify 

our home. And so it was decided. All my 

responsibilities continued but this time with a body that 

was tired with physical transformations, dizzy spins and 

need for sleep. Despite all this, I only slept for two hours 

every day to be able to complete all my chores without any 

shortcomings and in the best way possible.

I handed in my exam completely after one year and a half 

with better grades than most of my peers. Each time my 

ambition pushed me more and more.

I got my master’s degree to add to my personal and human 

achievement. A new achievement and high degree only to 

add in another month another beautiful child to my family. 

My daughter Randa, who’s now 7 years old.

A question keeps turning in my head. Why must a woman 

in our society choose only one of her rights? Either she 

gets married and become a housewife only, or she gets an 

education and a job only.

My ambition grows each day. I will continue my education 

even more and develop my work, raise my children the ways 

I was raised so they can succeed with their education and 

work and create their own future and add value to life.”
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Why must a woman in our society choose 
only one of her rights? Reem



Discuss  
the following questions

Reem’s ambition “exceeds 

the limits of the skies,” she 

says. Where do you think 

that power comes from? 

What helps her? What 

makes her ambitions more 

difficult to reach?

Try to answer the question 

that Reem asks in the end 

of her monologue: “Why 

must a woman in our 

society choose only one of 

her rights?”

Reem’s monologue begins 

and ends with a reference 

to the encouragements of 

her parents. What effect 

does that give her story 

that it has a theme like 

that?

What do you think about 

Reem’s story? Is it a 

common story that you’ve 

heard before or is her 

situation exceptional and 

rare?

1

2

3

4
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I
n a moment of anger and bad temper … I was very tired … 

I began to cry, and didn’t know how to control my feelings 

and state, my sisters around me tried to calm me down.

At that second, I was kind of unconscious, and when 

I calmed down and thought about the reason, I recalled 

my story and discovered that my husband’s temper was 

transferred to me. I was very affected by all that’s happened 

to me because of him.

After getting married, my husband’s treatment of me 

changed completely. All the tenderness he showed me 

during our engagement turned and he became another 

person. In the beginning, he made me choose between 

him and my family. I tried to be balanced in my choice, and 

I refused to choose. I clarified to him that I chose both of 

them together. But he didn’t accept and started to ask me 

for things that go against my principals. So I refused these 

things. And when I did, he would get angry and give himself 

the right to beat me and say blasphemous things.

I tried to take it and talk to him in any way possible, but 

with no result. His anger and violence towards me would 

increase. Even his parents treated me bad. Instead of 

standing with what’s right, they would lay it on me and 

encourage their son to hit me even more, as he had a weak 

personality in front of them.

Afterwards, he came up with a new story that our home 

is filled with demons. He would steal my jewellery and say 

that the demons took it. Sometimes he would return it – 

sometimes he wouldn’t. He tried to scare me and drive 

me crazy along with him. I won’t deny that I was felt fear, 

especially when he would place a knife under the bed 

to kill demons when they appeared. I felt that he could 

take the knife any moment and kill me with it while I was 

saja’s 
monologue And when he knew that I was 

carrying a girl, he began to hit me 
even harder. Saja
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sleeping. I was very afraid of him. I turned on some Quran in the house 

to calm me down.

One time it was so bad that he turned on the gas in the kitchen and 

closed all the windows to suffocate me. And despite all of this, I 

wouldn’t tell my parents everything. I tried to change him and help him. 

Until I found out that I was pregnant. I was happy for my pregnancy 

and like everyone else; I wanted to check with a doctor to get some 

reassurance. But he refused to take me, because he was very stingy.

And when he knew that I was carrying a girl, he began to hit me even harder. 

He would blame me for being just like my mother – only pregnant with girls.

After a couple of months of pregnancy, and after a long period of fights 

and bad treatment, I decided to go to my parents. He declared that he 

didn’t want me and he didn’t want my daughter. He told me that day before 

leaving the house: “If I came back home and find you here, I’ll kill you!”

At my parents’ home, the atmosphere was very tense. I was always angry. 

Even when I was with them, he wouldn’t leave me alone. He would ruin 

my reputation and sold all my clothes.

It was difficult for me to get rid of all these things that happened to me. 

But my pregnancy and daughter that was on her way in addition to my 

parents’ support helped me become stronger. They helped me decide 

to become a strong mother for my daughter. A human being capable of 

controlling her feelings and anger.

My daughter can’t be blamed for anything. I tried to contact him after giving 

birth for her sake. But he refused. Now he rarely asks about her or sees her.

I know very well that life isn’t all about him. My new life began after I got 

separated from him. I want to continue my education, especially since 

I’m a high achiever at school. This is my dream from the beginning – to 

learn and work. It was also my father’s dream since we were small.

Today, we all ask ourselves how this could happen to me? Especially, 

since my father isn’t the kind that denies our right to education, on the 

contrary, he supported it.

What’s important is that I will raise my daughter to become stronger 

than I was and I have a beautiful family that makes me see that tomorrow 

will be better and better.”

Discuss  
the following questions

Saja begins her story 

in a special way. In the 

beginning the viewer 

doesn’t know exactly what 

she is talking about. What 

effect does that give her 

performance?

Saja asks in the end of 

her monologue: “how 

could this happen to me?” 

Both Saja and Reem have 

been encouraged by their 

parents to finish their 

education. What makes 

their situation different?

Which of Saja and Reem’s 

stories are the most 

common, and which is the 

most exceptional?

1

2

3
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sesesesesesepapapapapapararararararateteteteteted d d d d frfrfrfrfrfromomomomomom h h h h h himimimimimim. . . . . . I I I I I wawawawawawantntntntntnt t t t t t to o o o o cocococococontntntntntntininininininueueueueueue m m m m m my y y y y ededededededucucucucucucatatatatatatioioioioioion,n,n,n,n,n, e e e e espspspspspspececececececiaiaiaiaiaialllllllllllly y y y y y sisisisisisincncncncncnce e e e e e 

I’I’I’I’I’I’m m m m m a a a a a a hihihihihihighghghghghgh a a a a achchchchchchieieieieieievevevevevever atatatatatat s s s s schchchchchooooooooooool.l.l.l.l.l. T T T T T Thihihihihihis s s s s s isisisisisis m m m m m my y y y y drdrdrdrdreaeaeaeaeaeam m m m m m frfrfrfrfrfromomomomomom t t t t thehehehehehe b b b b b begegegegegegininininininninininininingngngngngng – t t t t t to o o o o o 

leleleleleleararararararn n n n n anananananand d d d d d wowowowowoworkrkrkrkrkrk. ItItItItItIt w w w w w wasasasasasas a a a a a alslslslslslso o o o o o mymymymymymy f f f f f fatatatatatatheheheheheher’r’r’r’r’r’s s s s s s drdrdrdrdrdreaeaeaeaeaeam m m m m m sisisisisisincncncncncnce e e e e e wewewewewewe w w w w w werererererere e e e e e smsmsmsmsmsmalalalalalall.l.l.l.l.l.

ToToToToToTodadadadadaday,y,y,y,y,y, w w w w w we e e e e e alalalalalall l l l l l asasasasasask k k k k k ouououououoursrsrsrsrsrselelelelelelveveveveveves s s s s hohohohohohow w w w w w ththththththisisisisisis c c c c c cououououououldldldldldld h h h h h hapapapapapappepepepepepen n n n n n totototototo m m m m m me?e?e?e?e?e? E E E E E Espspspspspspececececececiaiaiaiaiaialllllllllllly,y,y,y, 

sisisisisisincncncncncnce e e e e e mymymymymymy f f f f f fatatatatatatheheheheheher r r r r isisisisisisn’n’n’n’n’n’t t t t t t ththththththe e e e e e kikikikikikindndndndndnd t t t t t thahahahahahat t t t t dedededededenininininieseseseseses o o ourururururur r r r r r rigigigigigighthththththt t t t t t to o o o o o ededededededucucucucucucatatatatatatioioioioioion,n,n,n,n,n, o o o on n n n n n ththththththe e e e e e 

cocococococontntntntntntrarararararyryryryryry, hehehehehehe s s s s supupupupupuppopopopopoportrtrtrtrtrtedededededed i i i it.t.t.t.t.t.

WhWhWhWhWhWhatatatatatat’s’s’s’s’s’s i i i i impmpmpmpmpmporororororortatatatatatantntntntntnt i i i is ththththththatatatatatat I I I I I I w w w wilililililill l l l l rarararararaisisisisisise e e e e e mymymymymymy d d d d d dauauauauauaughghghghghghteteteteteter r r r r tototototo b b b b b bececececececomomomomomome e e e e e ststststststrorororororongngngngngngerererererer 

ththththththanananananan I I I I w w w w w wasasas a a a a a andndndndndnd I I I I h h h h h havavavavavave e e e e e a a a a a a bebebebebebeauauauauauautitititititifufufufufuful l l l fafafafafafamimimimimimilylylylylyly t t t t t thahahahahahat t t t t t mamamamamamakekekekekekes s s s memememememe s s s s s seeeeeeeeeeee t t t t t thahahahahahat t t t t totototototomomomomomorrrrrrrrrrrrowowowowowow 

wiwiwiwiwiwillllllllll b b b b b be e e e e e bebebebebebetttttttttttterererer a a a a a andndndndndnd b b b b betetetetetetteteteteteter.r.r.r.r.r.”

the following questionsthe following questions

Saja begins her story 

in a special way. In the 

beginning the viewer 

doesn’t know exactly what 

she is talking about. What 

effect does that give her 

performance?

Saja asks in the end of 

her monologue: “how 

could this happen to me?” 

Both Saja and Reem have 

been encouraged by their 

parents to finish their 

education. What makes 

their situation different?

Which of Saja and Reem’s 

stories are the most 

common, and which is the 

most exceptional?

1

2

3
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Everyone on stage is sitting and watching a movie. They are watching »The 
Pink Dream«. The message from the movie is to live happily ever after with 

your beloved one! Tulin and Dana are having a conversation.

Scene:  
»The Pink Dream« dialogue

You are not alloved to marry 
yourself until you are 30. 

Is that OK? Tulin

13

EEEEEEEvvvvvveeeeeeerrrrrrryyyyyyyooooonnnnnnneeeeee    oooooonnnnnn ssssssttttttaaaaaaaggggggeeeeee iiiiiissssss sssssssiiiiiittttttttttttttiiiiiinnnnnngggggg aaaaaannnnnnddddddd wwwwwwwaaaaaaattttttcccccchhhhhhhiiiiiinnnnnnnggggggg aaaaaa mmmmmmoooooovvvvvviiiiiieeeeeee.. TTTTTTThhhhhhheeeeeeyyyyyyy   aaaaaarrrrreeeeee    wwwwwwaaaaaattttttccccccchhhhhhiiiiiinnnnnnggggggg »»»»»»»TTTTTTThhhhhhheeeeee 
PPPPPPiiiiiinnnnnnnkkkkkkk DDDDDDDrrrrrreeeeeeeaaaaaammmmmmm««««««......    TTTTTTThhhhhhheeeeeee    mmmmmmmeeeeeeesssssssssssssaaaaaagggggggeeeeeee ffffffrrrrrroooooommmmmm ttttttthhhhhheeeeeee mmmmmmmooooooovvvvvviiiiiiieeeeeee    iiiiiissssss   tttttttoooooo llllllliiiiiiivvvvvveeeeee hhhhhhaaaaaappppppppppppppiiiiiiillllllyyyyyyy  eeeeevvvvvvveeeeeerrrrrrr aaaaaafffffffttttttteeeeerrrrrr wwwwwwiiiiiiittttthhhhhh   

yyyyyyooooouuuuuurrrrrrr    bbbbbbbeeeeeellllllloooooovvvvvveeeeeedddddd ooooooonnnnnnneeeeee!!!!!! TTTTTTTuuuuuuulllllliiiiiiinnnnnnn aaaaaannnnnndddddd   DDDDDDaaaaaaannnnnnaaaaaaa aaaaaaarrrrrrreeeeeee hhhhhhhaaaaavvvvvviiiiiiinnnnnnggggggg    aaaaaa   cccccooooooonnnnnnnvvvvvvveeeeeerrrrrsssssssaaaaaattttttiiiiiiiooooonnnnnn...

You are not alloved to marry 
yourself until you are 30. 

Is that OK? Tulin

13



Tulin:  This is all bullshit. Movie business …

Dana:  No! If there’s love for real, why not?

Tulin:  Where will this take you?

Dana:  Why not? If I find a guy who is handsome,
 cute, well-dressed and we come to love
  each other, there’s nothing more
  beautiful than for us to grow old together
 and get married.

Tulin:  From this I understand you’ll keep loving  
 the same guy from now until you finish   
 university?
Dana:  Well, if he’s handsome and romantic, I’ll   
 stay with him. There’s nothing better   
 than going out with him and talking on   
 the phone all the time … and gifts! Wow!  
 What a wonderful feeling...

Tulin:  You’re telling me that the white dress,   
 the wedding party, chaos and your epic   
 love story is what’s on your mind?

Dana:  Looks like you weren’t paying close
  attention to the movie to notice how   
 cute they were...

Tulin:  Let your “cute” help you...

Dana:  You want to convince me that you don’t  
 want to wear the white dress and have  
 lots of guests, and put on makeup and   
 enter the room to the song, and  

 
 
 you two dancing a slow dance and have a  
 wedding-planner?

Tulin:  Of course there’s love. But not at our age.
 Aren’t we still 15?

Dana:  But it’s exactly best if we find Mr. Lucky   
 now...

Tulin:  All of this is nice and everyone wants it
 to happen, but there are priorities and   
 our priority is our education.

Discuss  
the following questions

What mindsets do Tulin and 

Dana represent?

What are their arguments?

What is the dialogue trying 

to tell the audience?

Most of the play is made 

out of monologues. Does 

the dialogue give another 

effect? What effect does it 

give?

1

2

3

4

Scene:  
»The Pink Dream« dialogue

My marriage was built on a lie. Anna
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TuTuTuTuTuTulilililililin:n:n:n:n:n:  ThThThThThThisisisisisis i i i i i is s s alalalalalall l l l l bubububububullllllllllllshshshshshshitititititit. . . . . MoMoMoMoMoMovivivivivivie e e e e e bubububububusisisisisisinenenenenenessssssssssss … … … … … …

DaDaDaDaDaDanananananana::: NoNoNoNoNoNo! ! ! ! ! ! IfIfIfIfIfIf t t t t t theheheheheherererererere’s’s’s’s’s’s l l l l l lovovovovovove e e e e e fofofofofofor r r r r rerererererealalalalalal, , , , , whwhwhwhwhwhy y y y y y nonononononot?t?t?t?t?t?

TuTuTuTuTuTulilililililin:n:n:n:n:n: WhWhWhWhWhWherererererere e e e e e wiwiwiwiwiwillllllllllll t t t t thihihihihihis s s s s s tatatatatatakekekekekeke y y y y y youououououou??????

DaDaDaDaDaDanananananana::::: WhWhWhWhWhWhy y y y y y nonononononot?t?t?t?t? I I I I If f f f f f I I I I I finfinfinfinfinfind d d d d d a a a a a guguguguguguy y y y y y whwhwhwhwhwho o o o o isisisisisis h h h h h hanananananandsdsdsdsdsdsomomomomomome,e,e,e,e,e,
cucucucucucutetetetetete, , , , wewewewewewellllllllllll-d-d-d-d-d-drerererereressssssssedededededed a a a a a andndndndndnd w w w w w we e e e e e cocococococomemememememe t t t t t to o o o o o lolololololoveveveveveve
eaeaeaeaeaeachchchchchch o o o o oththththththerererererer, , , , , , ththththththerererererere’e’e’e’e’e’s s s s s nonononononoththththththininininining g g g g momomomomomorererererere
bebebebebebeauauauauauautitititititifufufufufuful l l l l l ththththththanananananan f f f f f forororororor u u u u u us s s s s s totototototo g g g g g grorororororow w w w w olololololold d d d d d totototototogegegegegegeththththththerererererer
anananananand d d d d d gegegegegeget t t t t t mamamamamamarrrrrrrrrrrrieieieieieied.d.d.d.d.d.

TuTuTuTuTuTulilililililin:n:n:n:n: FrFrFrFrFrFromomomomomom t t t t t thihihihihihis s s s s s I I I I I I unununununundedededededersrsrsrsrsrstatatatatatandndndndndnd y y y y y youououououou’l’l’l’l’ll l l l l kekekekekekeepepepepepep l l l l lovovovovovovininininining g g g g g 
ththththththe e e e e e sasasasasamemememememe g g g g g guyuyuyuyuyuy f f f f f frorororororom m m m m m nonononononow w w w w w ununununununtitititititil l l l l l yoyoyoyoyoyou u u u u u finfinfinfinfinfinisisisisisish h h h h h   
ununununununiviviviviviverererererersisisisisisitytytytytyty??????

DaDaDaDaDaDanananananana: : : : : : WeWeWeWeWeWellllllllllll, , , , , ifififififif h h h h h he’e’e’e’e’e’s s s s s s hahahahahahandndndndndndsosososososomemememememe a a a a a andndndndndnd r r r r romomomomomomanananananantititititic,c,c,c,c,c, I I I I I I’l’l’l’l’ll l l l l       
ststststststayayayayayay w w w w w witititititith h h h h h hihihihihihim.m.m.m.m.m. T T T T Theheheheheherererererere’s’s’s’s’s’s n n n n n notototototothihihihihihingngngngngng b b b b b betetetetetetteteteteteter r r r r     
ththththththanananananan g g g g g goioioioioioingngngngngng o o o o outututututut w w w w w witititititith h h h h h hihihihihihim m m m m m anananananand d d d d d tatatatatatalklklklklklkininininining g g g g onononononon   
ththththththe e e e e e phphphphphphonononononone e e e e alalalalalall l l l l l ththththththe e e e e e titititititimemememememe … … … … … a a a a a andndndndndnd g g g g g gififififififtstststststs! ! ! ! ! WoWoWoWoWoWow!w!w!w!w!w! 
WhWhWhWhWhWhatatatatatat a a a a a a w w w w w wonononononondededededederfrfrfrfrfrfulululululul f f f f f feeeeeeeeeeeelilililililingngngngngng...........

TuTuTuTuTuTulilililililin:n:n:n:n:n: YoYoYoYoYoYou’u’u’u’u’u’rererererere t t t t t telelelelelellililililingngngngngng m m m m m me e e e e e ththththththatatatatatat t t t t thehehehehehe w w w w w whihihihihihitetetetetete d d d d drerererereressssssssssss, , , , , ,       
ththththththe e e e e e weweweweweweddddddddddddininininining g g g g g papapapapapartrtrtrtrtrty,y,y,y,y,y, c c c c c chahahahahahaosososososos a a a a a andndndndndnd y y y y youououououour r r r r r epepepepepepicicicicicic   
lolololololoveveveveveve s s s s s stotototototoryryryryryry i i i is s s s s s whwhwhwhwhwhatatatatatat’s’s’s’s’s’s o o o o o on n n n n n yoyoyoyoyoyourururururur m m m m m minininininind?d?d?d?d?d?

DaDaDaDaDaDanananananana::::: LoLoLoLoLoLookokokokokoks s s s s s lilililililikekekekekeke y y y y y youououououou w w w w w wererererererenenenenenen’t’t’t’t’t p p p p p payayayayayayininininining g g g g g clclclclclclososososososeeeeee
atatatatatattetetetetetentntntntntntioioioioioion n n n n n totototototo t t t thehehehehehe m m m m m movovovovovovieieieieieie t t t t t to o o o o o nonononononotitititititicececececece h h h h h howowowowowow   
cucucucucucutetetetetete t t t t t thehehehehehey y y y y wewewewewewerererererere.................

TuTuTuTuTuTulililililin:n:n:n:n:n: LeLeLeLeLeLet t t t t t yoyoyoyoyoyourururururur “ “ “ “ “ “cucucucucucutetetetetete” hehehehehehelplplplplplp y y y y y youououououou...........

DaDaDaDaDaDanananananana:::::: YoYoYoYoYoYou u u u u u wawawawawawantntntntnt t t t t t to o o o o o cocococococonvnvnvnvnvnvinininininincececececece m m m m me e e e e e ththththththatatatatatat y y y y y youououououou d d d d d donononononon’t’t’t’t’t’t 
wawawawawawantntntntntnt t t t t t to o o o o o weweweweweweararararar t t t t t thehehehehehe w w w w whihihihihihitetetetetete d d d d d drererereressssssssssss a a a a a andndndndndnd h h h h h havavavavavave e e e e e 
lolololololotstststststs o o o o o of f f f f gugugugugugueseseseseseststststststs, , , , , anananananand d d d d d pupupupupuput t t onononononon m m m m m makakakakakakeueueueueueup p p p p p anananananand d d d d d       
enenenenenenteteteteteter r r r r r ththththththe e e e e e rorororororoomomomomomom t t t t t to o o o o o ththththththe e e e e e sosososososongngngngngng, anananananand d d d d 

yoyoyoyoyou u u u twtwtwtwtwtwo o o o o o dadadadadadancncncncncncininininining g g g g g a a a a a a slslslslslslowowowowowow d d d d d danananananancececececece a a andndndndndnd h h h h h havavavavavave e e e a a a a a a 
weweweweweweddddddddddddininininining-g-g-g-g-g-plplplplplplanananananannenenenenener?r?r?r?r?r?

TuTuTuTuTuTulilililililin:n:n:n:n:n: OfOfOfOfOfOf c c c c c couououououoursrsrsrsrsrse e e e e ththththththerererererere’e’e’e’e’s s s s s s lolololololoveveveveveve. BuBuBuBuBuBut t t t t nonononononot t t t t t atatatatatat o o o ourururururur a a a a a agegegegegege.
ArArArArArArenenenenenen’t’t’t’t’t’t w w w w w we e ststststststilililililill l l l 151515151515??????

DaDaDaDaDaDanananananana::::: BuBuBuBuBuBut t t t t t itititititit’s’s’s’s’s’s e e e e e exaxaxaxaxactctctctctctlylylylylyly b b b b b besesesesesest t t t t t ifififififif w w w w w we e e e e e finfinfinfinfinfind d d d d d MrMrMrMrMrMr. . LuLuLuLuLuLuckckckckckcky y y y y y   
nonononononow.w.w.w.w...........

TuTuTuTuTuTulilililililin:n:n:n:n: AlAlAlAlAlAll l l l l l ofofofofofof t t t t t thihihihihihis s s s s s isisisisisis n n n n nicicicicicice e e e e e anananananand d d d d d evevevevevevererererereryoyoyoyoyoyonenenenenene w w w w w wanananananantstststststs i i i i i itttttt
totototototo h h h h h hapapapapapappepepepepepen,n,n,n,n,n, b b b b b butututututut t t t t t theheheheheherererererere a a a a a arererererere p p p p p pririririririororororororititititititieieieieieies s s s s s ananand d d d d d   
ouououououour r r r r r prprprprprprioioioioioioriririririritytytytytyty i i i i i is s s s s ouououououour r r r r ededededededucucucucucucatatatatatatioioioioioion.n.n.n.n.n.

the following questions

What mindsets do Tulin and 

Dana represent?

What are their arguments?

What is the dialogue trying 

to tell the audience?

Most of the play is made 

out of monologues. Does 

the dialogue give another 

effect? What effect does it 

give?

1

2

3

4

Scene:

My marriage was built on a lie. Anna
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JWU is one the partners of this project. 
Below you can read about their 
background and their aims.

Source: http://www.jwu.itgo.com

A general background:
The Jordanian Women’s Union (JWU) was established in 

1945. After the emergency law in 1957 dissolved all civil 

society organizations and political parties, the JWU was 

forced to stop its activities for some years.  

However, despite all pressures exerted on the union and 

its members, it was able to stand up to the challenges 

facing it and to pursue its aims with determination. The 

Union was re-established under the name of “The Women’s 

Union in Jordan”(WUJ) in the year 1974.

 Again, in 1981, the Minister of Interior gave instructions 

to dissolve the Union.  However, during its active period 

(1974-1981), the presence of the WUJ was very important 

because it was the only body that represents Jordanian 

women in Jordan.

   

The management committee of the Women’s Union in 

Jordan appealed against the Minister’s decision which the 

court agreed was illegal.  The WUJ continued its activities 

in spite of continuous pressures from the government, but 

was finally forced to discontinue for some time because of 

intimidation of its members by the security forces.

It was not until the restoration of the parliamentarian life 

in Jordan in May 1990 that the Union was able to reactivate 

and to regain momentum. The Union’s name was changed 

to the Jordanian Women’s Union in Jordan (JWU) and new 

democratic bylaws were passed and approved.

Jordanian Women’s 

Union

15

JJJJJJWWWWWWUUUUUU iiiiiissssss     oooooonnnnnneeeeee ttttthhhhhheeeeee ppppppaaaaaarrrrrttttttnnnnnneeeeeerrrrrrssssss ooooooffffff tttttthhhhhhiiiiiissssss pppppprrrrrroooooojjjjjjeeeeeecccccctttttt......    
BBBBBBeeeeeelllllloooooowwwwww   yyyyyyoooooouuuuuu  cccccaaaaaannnnnn rrrrrreeeeeeaaaaaadddddd     aaaaaabbbbbboooooouuuuuutttttt tttttthhhhhheeeeeeiiiiiirrrrrr    
bbbbbbaaaaaacccccckkkkkkggggggrrrrrroooooouuuuuunnnnnndddddd aaaaaannnnnndddddd tttttthhhhhheeeeeiiiiiirrrrr aaaaaaiiiiiimmmmmmssssss.

SoSoSoSoSoSoururururururcececececece: : : : : hthththththttptptptptptp:/:/:/:/:/://w/w/w/w/w/wwwwwwwwwwwww.j.j.j.j.j.jwuwuwuwuwuwu.i.i.i.i.i.itgtgtgtgtgtgo.o.o.o.o.o.cocococococommmmmm

A general background:
ThThThThThThe e e e e JoJoJoJoJoJordrdrdrdrdrdanananananiaiaiaiaiaian n n n n n WoWoWoWoWoWomemememememen’n’n’n’n’s s s s s s UnUnUnUnUnUnioioioioioion n n n n n (J(J(J(J(J(JWUWUWUWUWUWU) ) ) ) ) ) wawawawawawas s s s esesesesesestatatatatatablblblblblblisisisisisishehehehehehed d d d d d inininininin 

191919191919454545454545. . AfAfAfAfAfAfteteteteteter r r r r ththththththe e e e ememememememererererergegegegegegencncncncncncy y y y y y lalalalalalaw w w w w w inininininin 1 1 1 1 1 195959595957 7 7 7 7 didididididissssssssssssololololololveveveveveved d d d d d alalalalalall l l l l cicicicicivivivivivivil l l l l l 

sosososososocicicicicicietetetetetety y y y y y orororororgagagagagaganinininininizazazazazazatitititititionononononons s s s s s anananananand d d d d d popopopopopolilililililititititititicacacacacal l l l l papapapapapartrtrtrtrtieieieieieies,s,s,s,s,s, t t t t t thehehehehehe J J J J J JWUWUWUWUWUWU w w w w w wasasasasasas    

fofofofofoforcrcrcrcrcrcedededededed t t t t t to o o o o o ststststststopopopopopop i i i i i itstststststs a a a a a actctctctctctivivivivivivititititititieieieieies s s s s s fofofofofofor r r r r r sosososososomemememememe y y y y yeaeaeaeaeaearsrsrsrsrs. . .   

HoHoHoHoHoHowewewewewevevevevevever,r,r,r,r, d d d d d desesesesespipipipipipitetetetetete a a a a a allllllllllll p p p p p prerererereressssssssssssurururururureseseseseses e e e e e exexexexexexertrtrtrtrtrtedededededed o o o o o on n n n n ththththththe e e e e e ununununununioioioioioion n n n n anananananand d d d d d 
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The date for the wedding was 
decided without anyone asking 

my opinion. Enas



Discuss  
the following questions

How does the theatre project 

fit in with the aims of JWU?

Which of the points on the 

list above does the project 

support? Are there points 

that it doesn’t support?

1

2

16

 Organizing and unifying the Jordanian women’s  
 efforts to protect their rights and achievements 

 Facing all kinds of discrimination against women
 

 Emphasizing the role of the Jordanian women in  
 the society and empowering them in order to  
 practice these rights as citizens on bases of   
 equality, justice, equal opportunities and respect.  

 Raising women›s awareness about their role and  
 stressing their participation in different fields.

 Enhancing women›s integration in the local society

 Improving Women’s social status
 

 Eliminating all legislative, economic, social   
 and cultural hindrances against women participation
 according to human rights conventions that the
 Jordanian government has approved and signed: 
 in particular the convention on eliminating all kinds
 of discrimination against women, in accordance  
 with the Jordanian national chart

 Activating the role of women to enhance Jordan›s  
 independence, the democratic process and the  
 national culture

 Helping women to benefit from the family planning  
 program and providing necessary child and mother  
 care

 Enhancing women›s participation in public life and  
 strengthening human rights principles in general, and  
 women and children›s rights in particular

 Training women in different disciplines to improve  
 the economic status of their families and to achieve  
 economic independence and stability for their children

 Eliminating legal, cultural and political illiteracy  
 among women

 Supporting the Palestinian women and their   
 national rights 

 Supporting Arab women and cooperating with them  
 to achieve common aims

 Assisting women all over the world in their just cases

The aims of the JWU 
as stated by the amended by laws:

the following questions

How does the theatre project 

fit in with the aims of JWU?

Which of the points on the 

list above does the project 

support? Are there points 

that it doesn’t support?

1

2

16

Organizing and unifying the Jordanian women’s 
efforts to protect their rights and achievements 

Facing all kinds of discrimination against women

Emphasizing the role of the Jordanian women in 
the society and empowering them in order to 
practice these rights as citizens on bases of   
equality, justice, equal opportunities and respect.  

Raising women›s awareness about their role and 
stressing their participation in different fields.

Enhancing women›s integration in the local society

Improving Women’s social status

Eliminating all legislative, economic, social   
and cultural hindrances against women participation
according to human rights conventions that the
Jordanian government has approved and signed: 
in particular the convention on eliminating all kinds
of discrimination against women, in accordance 
with the Jordanian national chart

Activating the role of women to enhance Jordan›s 
independence, the democratic process and the 
national culture

Helping women to benefit from the family planning 
program and providing necessary child and mother 
care

Enhancing women›s participation in public life and 
strengthening human rights principles in general, and 
women and children›s rights in particular

Training women in different disciplines to improve 
the economic status of their families and to achieve 
economic independence and stability for their children

Eliminating legal, cultural and political illiteracy 
among women

Supporting the Palestinian women and their   
national rights 

Supporting Arab women and cooperating with them 
to achieve common aims

Assisting women all over the world in their just cases

as stated by the amended by laws:

God gives you the 
patience and compensates 

you for the bad things. 
Taqdeer



D
anish director Solveig 

Weinkouff has travelled all the 

way from Denmark in northern 

Europe to direct thirteen women 

in Jordan together with Jordanian 

director Sawsan Nizar Dissi. In this 

interview, she talks about how 

the view on women reminds her 

of her own religious upbringing 

in Denmark, how the project has 

progressed and what it’s like being 

asked: “Why are you here?”

Why is it necessary to work 

with women’s personal stories in 

Jordan?

In countries – including Denmark – 

where some women don’t have the 

greatest consciousness about their 

rights, it is important to in one way 

or another improve it – especially 

the consciousness about the rights 

that are not wound up only on 

moral and tradition. I a country 

such as Jordan, everything is based 

on how the family works; the 

family’s economy and its traditions. 

That is some tight constraints to 

grow up with. I know that because 

I grew up in a strongly religious 

family in Denmark, where you 

always had to be very conscious 

about what other people thought 

of you and your actions. You 

couldn’t do anything that gave 

way to the morals of the area I 

grew up in. It’s exactly the same 

I’ve seen in Jordan. Women are 

really oppressed! That’s the only 

way to put it. Of course, there are 

some who aren’t. But for those 

families, who hasn’t got a patriarch 

oppressing them, the society also 

have a moral codex, which means 

that you, as a woman, can’t go out 

at night or be around your male 

friends, because people would look 

down on you. Generally, it is the 

same oppression of women that 

we had in Denmark maybe fifty or a 

hundred years ago.

What was the biggest surprise of 

coming to Jordan?

I was also in Jordan last summer, 

where I directed the first part of 

MOTHERS & DAUGHTERS. What 

surprised me was how fast the 

Danish dramaturge, Sofie Lebech 

and I, bonded with the Jordanian 

women. From day one, we just 

laughed so much with these 

women. That was the liberating 

surprise. And it was so lovely. The 

other surprise, which I didn’t realize 

at first, was their attitude to me as 

a leader. I consider myself a leader 

without oppressing my femininity. 

I don’t believe I should be acting 

like man. But at one point, I started 

noticing that all the other female 

leaders I met in Jordan wore 

trousers! (laughs) I always wore 

a dress. I was appreciative and 

welcoming. But I realized that that 

doesn’t work! I had to issue orders! 

I had to use some sort of old-

fashioned hierarchy-based leading 

style. So I was gladly surprised 

that it was really easy to talk with 

the women about the same things 

that are important to me; children, 

husbands and so forth. The other 

surprise was that I had to change 

my way of leading.

Interview with 

Solveig 
Weinkouff
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How does the project progress? 

How do you make a theatre 

performance with real and 

personal stories?

I think I have my own way of 

doing things as opposed to 

other directors. I really like the 

part of sharing your stories 

with each other, with all the 

participants in the group. I never 

talk to a participant one on one 

in the beginning. There is always 

a selection in a C:NTACT project. 

You can have thirty women in your 

group to begin with, but there 

can only be fifteen on the stage 

in the end. In the beginning, what 

happens is a form of witnessing. 

We sit in a circle – very hippie-like 

– and turn our backs on the world. 

Then we listen to each other. It is 

theatre in itself, when we’re sitting 

there! We listen to Sascha, who 

tells us about her marriage with a 

complete maniac, who saw things 

under the bed and forced her to 

watch porn. If Sascha wasn’t to be 

a part of the performance in the 

end, she still got to share her story 

with us. Sometimes, women aren’t 

allowed to be a part of the project 

in the end.

I ask them some general questions 

when we first meet. Everybody gets 

to say something they remember or 

something they want to share. That’s 

the first session. The next time we 

get more thorough. Then we pull 

them aside one by one, me, the 

translator and Sawsan, the Jordanian 

director. And then we grab a snip!

The stories are written down and 

compressed, so they become 

theatrical. Maybe they turn into 

a monologue. Or they become a 

poem. Or a song! This year, the 

headline is ‘marriage’, so that was 

the theme we worked from.

We got a really wide range of 

different women from 15 to 76 

years old to participate. Last year, 

the oldest was 46 years old. It was 

really interesting with the big age 

spread. And the team fit so well 

together! There was also a big 

spread on social status. We had two 

Christians and the rest was Muslim. 

They dressed differently; one wore 

a niqab. It was a very complex 

group, and they grew to love each 

other very much.

What challenges did you have?

 

There is a sociologist, called 

Bauman, who says that all rebellion 

comes from the bottom. In 

Denmark, we used to believe that 

we could export democracy to 

Afghanistan! If there is no wish for 

democracy, it’s not possible. It’s 

not trading goods! It’s a way of life 

and a belief, in a way. Therefore, 

I was very conscious not to be a 

missionary. You can’t be, and I 

didn’t feel like being one at all! But 

I want to share some experiences 

and I want to push people. One of 

the questions I asked these women 

was: “How do you bring up your 

sons and daughters?” The women 

came to reflect on the way they 

also contribute to the differences 

between boys and girls in their 

society. On the other hand, I’ve also 

been asked: “Why are you here? 

Haven’t you got your own issues 

in Denmark?” But I think that I can 

make a bigger difference with this 

work in Jordan than in Denmark.

I am a catalyst, I set things in 

motion, but the stories are within 

people – and that is where reflection 

begins. And then it spreads to 

the audience. That’s what makes 

it so extremely important. It is 

such a joy that it is local women 

standing on stage, telling their own 

stories – instead of us coming with 

some product and stuffing it down 

someone’s throat.

What is it theatre is capable of in 

this context?

If we take theatre as opposed to 

visual art, I think that most people 

will find theatre much quicker and 

easier to decipher and to mirror 

themselves in. I think that you 

need a certain level of abstraction 

to mirror yourself in art. When 

it’s on stage, it’s emotionally 

much easier to say: “That’s the 

way I feel!” or “The woman on the 

stage tells me something about 

this problem that I have as well.” 

The fact that she dares to stand 

on the stage with her own story 

can make a big impression. It 

puts something in motion in the 

audience that is worth gold. I know 

a documentary director, who cried 

during the entire performance. 

She is a prosperous woman, who 

suddenly realized how her Jordanian 

sisters were feeling. It’s not some 

conditions that are easy to deal 

with. It really takes a lot of effort 

to tell the stories that the women 

are telling. But they don’t always 

tell the entire truth! There’s a lot I 

don’t know! (laughs)

What do you hope the project 

will change?

The show is about to go on a 

tour, where they will start a direct 

dialogue with the audience. I know 

that our partner Jordanian Women’s 

Union will make more projects 

like this in the future. They have 

become inspired by it. They can see 

that it is meaningful. And then our 

mission has been successful!
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